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Scotland,, and on his return had found Dudley in high favour
and the Queen difficult. He was still inclined to treat Elizabeth
as a young woman whose proper business was marriage and
babies, not politics, and her refusal to follow his advice was the
last straw to a jealous., disgruntled, and overwrought statesman,
He went the astounding length of making a confidant of
Quadra, telling him that he thought of retiring, although he ex-
pected to be cast into the Tower if he did. It was a bad sailor,
he added, who did not put into port when he saw a storm brew-
ing, and he clearly foresaw that Dudley's intimacy with the
Queen would be the ruin of the country. He was convinced that
she meant to marry him. She was abandoning the government
to him and spending her days hunting, to the great danger of
her life and health. Twice he repeated that Lord Robert would
be better in paradise than here, and begged Quadra, in God's
name, to point out to Elizabeth the effect of her misconduct and
persuade her to give some attention to business. In conclusion
he remarked that Dudley was thinking of killing his wife, who
was said to be ill, although she was quite well and would take
very good care that they did not poison her.

The conversation probably took place on 8 September 15 60.
That very day Amy Robsart was found dead at the foot of the
stairs in Cumnor Place, near Oxford. Cecil, however, was
ignorant of the tragedy that was to lend such terrible signifi-
^cance to his petulant outpourings, nor was it until the following
day that Dudley himself received the news at Court, Returning
from hunting, Elizabeth told Quadra in confidence that Dud-
ley's wife was dead, or nearly so; but the tragedy was not made
public until further particulars had been obtained. On the
eleventh the Queen informed the Court: "She has broken her
neck/ she said in Italian; and Quadra added the news in a
postscript to his letter.

A coroner's jury which investigated the facts brought in a
verdict of accidental death. At our distance of time, it is difficult
to be certain, but so far as one can judge3 it was a case of suicide.
Several times Amy Robsart had been heard praying to God to
deliver her from desperation, and on the fatal day, although it